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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
The Fifth Regular Meeting March 10th, 2026 

 
  
 
This meeting took place at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Medford 
City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom. 
 
To submit written comments, please email REliseo@medford-ma.gov. 
  

CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Bears called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. on March 10th, 2026, in the 
City Council Chamber on the second floor of Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett 
Drive, Medford, Massachusetts, and via Zoom. 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: President Bears; Councilor Callahan; Vice President Lazzaro; Councilor 
Leming; Councilor Mullane; Councilor Tseng. Councilor Scarpelli (absent) Inside the 
Rail: Acting City Clerk Richard Eliseo Jr.  
 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACCOLADES, REMEMBRANCES, REPORTS AND RECORDS 
 
 
The Records of the Meeting of February 24, 2026 were passed to Councilor Tseng 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Callhan) – Approved on 
a Voice vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent) 
 
 
The Records of the Special Joint Meeting of March 3, 2026 were passed to Councilor 
Leming 
 
Councilor Leming motioned to Approve 9seconded by Councilor Tseng) – Approved on a 
voice vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent) 
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Reports of Committees 
 
 

26-053 - Offered by Isaac Bears, Council President 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Callahan) – Approved on 
a Voice vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent) 
 
 
 

HEARINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26-025 - Petition for Grant of Location - National Grid (57 Swan Street) 
 

 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Accept and place on file (seconded by Vice President 
Lazzaro) – Approved on a Voice vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent) 
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MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 
 
26-054 - Offered by Matt Leming, City Councilor 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Tim McGivern DPW Commissioner 
Erin Glabets 569 Winthrop Rd 
John Hanse 553 Winthrop Rd 
Ishan Gupta 563 Winthrop Rd 
Shreya Bhattach 555 Winthrop Rd 
Alicia Hunt Plan, Dev. & Sustainability Director 
 
Councilor Leming Amendments: 
 
Motion to have City Administration look into a Liability waiver for residents to sign. 
 
Motion to have City Administration look into a contractual change with the contracted 
plow companies to allow residents to get driveway plowed 
 
On The motion by Councilor Leming amended by Councilor Leming as Amended by 
Vice President Lazzaro to send to DPW Committee (seconded by Councilor Mullane) -  
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to Approve (2nd by Councilor Tseng) – Approved on a 
Voice Vote of Six in Favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent) 
 
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to have sponsor read resolution (seconded by Councilor 
Mullane) – Approved on a Voice vote of Six in Favor, zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent)  
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26-055 - Offered by Anna Callahan, City Councilor 
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Addressing the Council: 
Tim McGivern DPW Commissioner 
Nick Gurleo 40 Robinson Rd 
Robert Carney 50 Hicks Av 
 
 
 
Councilor Callahan motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Tseng) – Approved on 
a Voice vote of Six in Favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent) 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
 
 

26-051 - Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
 

 
 
Dear President Bears and City Councilors: 
  
I understand that there were some concerns discussed at the City Council meeting on Tuesday, February 24th with respect to 
Resolution Numbered 26-051. There is a bit of background here, so we’d like to share some of our perspectives and how Sara 
Berndt was sworn in to help clarify the limited information that appeared to have been discussed or shared with the Council at that 
meeting. 
  
First of all, the Charter states, in part: 
  

Section 2-9: CITY COUNCIL CONFIRMATION OF CERTAIN APPOINTMENTS 
The mayor shall refer to the city council and simultaneously file with the city clerk the name of each person the mayor 
desires to appoint as a member of a multiple-member body for whom no other method of appointment or selection is 
provided by charter. Appointments made by the mayor shall become effective on the thirtieth day after the date on which 
notice of the proposed appointment was filed with the city clerk unless rejected by a majority vote of the city council within 
30 days of such filing and such rejection shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

  
This language establishes what is commonly understood as a “negative consent” system, meaning that appointments automatically 
take effect unless affirmatively rejected by a majority vote of the City Council within the prescribed 30-day period. 
  
I will note that a “referral” can be as simple as an email. Furthermore, the Council’s role in accordance with the above is to 
determine if it wishes to “reject” such an appointment. Nowhere in the Charter are there any prescriptions on materials or 
information that shall be submitted by the Mayor, such as resumes or compelling interested parties to appear at a meeting. That 
said, we are happy to provide resumes for candidates who submit one to us, along with their one-page application. The Mayor 
reached out to President Bears to try to discuss these points and the procedure and at the time, and at the time we understood the 
response to mean that the Council President would place the proposed appointments on the Council agenda as part of the Council’s 
process. 
  
It is also important to note that the attached memorandum by Managing Attorney Lauren Goldberg, which was provided to President 
Bears, Councilor Tseng, and two School Committee members in December states, in part: 
  

“the provisions of Article II will apply to the City Council elected for a term beginning on the first Monday in January, 
2028…Appointments by the Mayor to multiple-member bodies whose appointments are not otherwise addressed in the 
Charter will take effect 30 days after notice is submitted to the Council, unless sooner rejected by the Council.” 
  

As stated in Managing Attorney Goldberg’s memo, the provisions of the above referenced section do not go into effect until 2028. 
The Mayor, President Bears, Councilor Tseng, Vice Chair Graham, SC Member Ruseau, and I met on December 22nd, and 
discussed the memo with Managing Attorney Goldberg, former Chair Milva McDonald, and the Collins Center’s Stephen 
McGoldrick. Between the Mayor and the City Council members, we effectively agreed to disagree, as the City Councilors on the call 
were not accepting of the 2028 implementation date. In good faith, the Mayor agreed to “refer” appointments to the City Council and 
did so. 
  
Sara Berndt was appointed early on in these discussions, while some of the earlier disagreements were in play (before we heard of 
some of the most recent expectations of formal letters being drawn up, resumes being submitted, and individuals appearing at 
Council meetings). Director Colaianni sent an email on January 7th, with a note that an appointment would occur if there were no  
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objections. One member asked some questions but ultimately said that they were okay with the appointment proceeding. Sara was 
appointed 30 days later. 
  
We have demonstrated that we are willing to work with the Council on this issue, in an open and transparent manner, and therefore 
we believe it is important to re-establish the history of the discussions, the legal guidance provided, and the good-faith steps taken 
by the Mayor’s Office to comply with both the Charter and the evolving interpretation of its implementation timeline. 
  
We would also respectfully ask the Council to recognize that the additional requests that have been made of our office go above and 
beyond the provisions set forth in the Charter and, in practice, make the work of our office unnecessarily onerous. While we remain 
committed to transparency and collaboration, imposing requirements that are not prescribed by the Charter creates procedural 
burdens that were neither contemplated nor required under the governing framework. 
  
We ask that the City Council acknowledge the limits of its role as defined in the Charter, adhere to the process as written, and work 
with the Mayor’s Office in a manner that is consistent with both the letter and the intent of the Charter so that appointments may 
proceed efficiently and without the imposition of additional, extra-charter requirements. 
   
Sincerely, 
  
Nina 
  
-- 
  
Nina Nazarian 
Chief of Staff | Office of Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
City of Medford 
85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155 
781-393-2408 
nnazarian@medford-ma.gov 
she/her/hers 

 
 
Councilor Leming Motioned to Accept and place on file Lopes, Williams, Dubuc, Milloran & 
Keenan (seconded by Councilor Callahan) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Five in favor, Zero 
opposed, Absent (Lazzaro, Scarpelli) 
 
Councilor Leming motioned to severe and reject Sara Berndt, suspend rule 29 with 
resubmission with provided subject materials (seconded by Vice president Lazzaro) – Approved 
on a Roll call vote of Four in favor, Two opposed (Tseng, Bears), Absent (Scarpelli) 
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26-056- Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
 
 
 

 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Keving Bailey Recreation Director 
Cindy Friends of Chevalier  
Ken Friends of Chevalier 
Tony Nganno 166 Lincoln Rd 
 
 
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Tseng) – 
Approved on a Roll Call vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent)  
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26-057 - Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
 

 
 

 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Alicia Hunt PDS Director 
Shirin Everett KP Law 
Andrew Castinetti  
 
Councilor Tseng motioned to Amend and add Parcel M096b  
 
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to Approve as amended by Councilor Tseng 
(seconded by Councilor Callahan) – Approved on a Six in favor, Zero opposed 
(Scarpelli Absent)  
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26-058 - Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
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Addressing the Council: 
Alicia Hunt PDS Director 
Robin Stein KP Law 
Valerie Moore Nutter McCleannan & Fish 
Nick Gurleo 40 Robinson Rd 
 
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to refer to the CDB (seconded by Councilor Tseng) – 
Approved on a Voice vote of Six in favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent)  
 
 
 
Public Participation Opened @ 10:20p 
 
Public Participation Closed @ 10:21p 
 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to Adjourn (seconded by Councilor Tseng) – 
Approved on a Voice vote of Six in Favor, Zero opposed (Scarpelli Absent)  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Richard Eliseo Jr. 
Acting City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


